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ANNUAL  RPiPORT  CF  THE  REDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  the 
ZHLr_endin^_DECgI4BER_21st^_in;22^ 


'o  the  Chair-Lian  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Ladies  A Gentlemen^ 

. The  followin.,  is  a summai'y  of  the  Healtti  Statistics 
for  the  year.  The  Report  is  much  curtailed  in  accordance 
’.ath  the  Ministry’s  Circular ^ I96I. 

S tatl s ti c£_and_Social_Condi tipns . 

Area  (in  acres)  ..0  ...  ....  B2^559« 

Population  . . 0 . . > 

Registrar  General’s  figures 

(Septi  1940)  (for  birth  rate)  18^890. 

(for  death  rate)  19 >790. 

Nuraber  of  inhabited  Houses 6^500. 

Hareable  valuer-  £95 >95^. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:-£  576. 

Number  of  parishes  in  District.  5^ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  Residential 
Popularion  over  last  year^  of  40  but  still  does  not;*  in  my 
view^  represent  the  true  popula.tion  of  the  district.  At  the 
very  low  average  of  Z°7  per"  inhabited  house^  vrhich  v/as  the 
3vern?e  figure  before  evacuation  took  place^  the  figure  would 
be  .il)'600. 

Yi  s ti  c 3 .. 

Births. 

Legitimate  - Male^  114;  Female^  1P7)  Total  - 252- 
Illegitimate  - Male,  6,.  Female,  5)  Birth  rate  - 11*1 

Dibiiis . 

Mala,  120,  Female,  117-  Total  - 257  Death  rate  - 9°9 


(Contd.) 


These  fi-^ures  have  been  uiultiplied  by  the 
convpar  ability  face  or  for  England  and  hales. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  agej- 
Legitimate  - Male  2,  Female  4) 
Illegitimate-Male  1;  Female  0)  Total  - 

Infani'  mortality..  (per  l^OOO  births)  --  26' 8. 


Still  Births 


f OliOV'S 


Legitimate  - Male  1^  Female^  5)  Total 
Illegitimate-Male  0,  Female;,  0)  Still 

The  comparative  figures  for  England  and 


- 6. 

birta 

Wales 


rate,  »5« 
are  as 


m ir  L'h  r a.  e ^ ^ s . ■ . 15  ' 

Death  rate  ....  . 12 °1. 

In.f  an  t m o r t al  i t y rate  50. 
Still  birth  rate  ...  °59^ 


The  figures  show  that  the  health  of  the  District  v;as 
satisfactory 

The  re.ally  important  figure  is  that  of  the  birth 
rate.  For  even  a stationary  population^  the  figure  should 
be  about  l8^  and.  though  serious  decline  in  population  is 
covered  up  by  the  small  infant  mortality^  this  cannot 
prevent  a dv;indling  population  which  v;lll  be  hard  to  check. 
This  v'ill  be  one  of  the  chief  national  questions  to  face 
aftei  she  and  ir  is  9.arne3tly  hoped  that  greater  security 

for  a reasonable  life  will  cone>  so  that  people  will  once 
more  have  healthy  and  happy  families. 


The 


principal  causes  of  death 

Prematurity.  . = . ... 

Circulatory  diseases. 


vere  as  follows 

...  6. 

102. 


Respirator:/  diseases.  19 » 

Malignant  .growth.  ...  50. 

Tuberculosis.  4. 

There  was  one  death  from  infantile  diarrhoea  but  no 
deaths  from  puerpal  conditions  nor  from  me.aslesj,  whooping 
cough^  diptheria  or  scarlet  fever. 

These  figures  again  are  satisf actory;,  showing  that 
''prevent.able  ' deaths  were  almost  absent. 

Infectious  Disease.. 


The  following  cases  were  notified; - 


Sca.rlet  Fever ^ if 


Diptheria;,  4. 


Pneumonia,  11= 


5. 


There  was  no  real  epidemic  during  the  year.  The 
scarlet  fever  and  diptheria  cases  were  treated  at  the  North 
Herts » Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  year  a considerable  number  of  evacuees 
from  London  returned  home^  but  on  the  other  hand;,  many 
remained  very  happily  in  the  villages;,  and  in  my  opinion, 
beneiited  in  every  way. 


Section_B . 

G8nGral_Provisipn_of _Health_Servi£e3 c 
1.  Public  Health  Officials s 
(aj  Medical. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  Officer, 
holding  a Diploma  in  Public  Health.  He  is  also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Hitchin  Urban  and  Royston 
Urban  Districts,  is  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  County  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(bj  Sanitary. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’.  Examination  Board  (London) 
1920,  including  the  qualification  as  an  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  other  foods. 

The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  (Joint)  Board 
and  also  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  as  an  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(c)  C-lerical. 

The  clerical  assistance  provided  for  the  department  has 
continued  its  v/ork,  not  only  dealing  with  natters 
relating  to  Public  Health  work,  but  with  various  matters 
dealing  with  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  and  during  the 
latter  portion  of  the  year  - with  Evacuation. 


2 ‘ Laboratory  facilities.  Hospital  facilities,  etc. 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  development  in  these 
services  during  the  ^'"ear.  The  position  will,  therefore, 
stand  as  stated  in  my  last  report. 


4, 


Section  C 


Sdnitr.ry  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

The  wisdom  of  the  Council's  policy  in  providing  and 
extending  piped  v/ater  supplies  throughout  the 
district;  has  been  amply  justified;  particularly  so 
when  evacuation j consequent  on  hostilities ; resulted 
in  ? m.arkeG  increase  in  population  in  every  village. 

The  district  is  now  supplied  from  the  following  sources s- 

3raughing-Hi tchin  Joint  Supply^  with  borehole  at 
Chipping  and  a Water  Tovirer  at  Therfield. 

Off ley-Lilley;  etc.  Scheme;  with  borehole  pumps  at 
Kings  Walden  and  Water  Towers  at  Offiey^  Tea 
Green  k tifhitwell. 

This  Supply  was  extended  to  link  up  with  the 
Council’s  vSupply  at  Cockernhoe. 

Other  V/ater  Undertakings  ovmed  by  the  Council  are 
situated  at:;- 

A.shv/ell;  CodicotG;  Peters  Green^  Pirtoii; 

V/  € s t on  & Vfyraond  1 ey . 

In  addition;  water  is  taken  in  bulk  from  other  Local 
Authorities  as  follows 

Ritchin  Urban  District  - for  Ickleford  k St.  Ippollitts. 
Stevenage  •'  '•  Graveley  & Todds  Green. 

Hertford  Rural  '*  Shephall. 

Privately  ovmed  Water  Undertakings  supply  water  to  the 
General  Public  as  follows  2- 

Knebworth  Estates;  Ltd.  to  Knebworth  from  \7ell  k Borehol 

Country  Holidays  Ltd.  to  Bygrave  " deep  Borehole. 

Ne^mham  Hall  Supply  to  Hevmham  " '*  " 

There  are  still  many  properties;  notably  scattered  houses 
whjch  obtain  water  from  private  supplies,  while  the  Council 
also  control  supplies  to  Council  Houses  at  Radwell,  Hewnham, 
and  Langley  These  are  obtained  from  deep  boreholes  on 
the  respective  sites. 


Spec.' 3„l  repor’:s  sjere  su'emitted  to  the  Council  with  reierence 
to  tho  ^.c  tory  nature  of  the  V/at<?r  Sup^uy  at  Hextonv 


t^cn_oi  _Gup2li  es - 

In  ccntlnu^ition  of  the  system  of  examination  of  water 
supplie  . cet  up  an<i  reported  on  last  yeari- 

49  r-imples  u'ere  taken  and  submitted  for  full 
.-ac te’’:'ioloplCc:il  and  CIiec.lcal  nation. 

14^  camples  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
Examination  only, 

df  .:.bese^  i;'i  werci  entirely  sa.ti  sf  actory . 


'arc 

:nd  Sew 

di  ipoi-wi 

The:: 

f ’'.’.‘3. re 

:i:iO 

extensions  ol'  sowers 

iluring  the  yearg  and  it 

witli 

et 

the. 

t one  ha.t  to  l ocord 

the  cemperary  , abarx'onment 

owj.ng  to  .err  condition, p.  of  the  schemes  alierdy  well  developed^ 
fo''.’’  prov:!djng  nev.r  sewers  in  the  district.  These  -rere^.  and 
still  are  ,rid.;.y  needed  and  one  can  only  express  ilic  hope  that 
the  prov:aciing  cf  such  sewers  will  lorra  part  of  the  urgent  work 
'.0  be  uj:der taVrAj;^  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 


ky4ila_0leansi_ng Refuse  Coll ec  cion  and  Disposal. 

This  work  continues  to  increase  in  vclurae  and>  need  I add^ 
import  .ncc  An  extension  of  the  service  auring  the  year 
neces si  .cited  the  acquisition  cf  an  additional  freighter,,  which 
exten"ion  aiforsicw;  weekly  co.'’.i':;ction  to  all  the  larger 
viilar^ei  £i.nd  a iortnlghtly  coll'ction  to  the  remainder  of  the 
district.  A li.  House  x-.eiuse  is  now  collected  and  dioposed  of 
by  controlled  tipping  on  eight  tips.. 


§2nitary_Inspec tign_of _the_Areq . 

Despite  the  fact  that  Air  Raid  id.ccautions  V/ork  and  billeting 
claimed  a con.siderabl0  amount  of  the  Genior  Inspector  *s  time 
during  th.e  year  cOic'.  tha.t  all  n.icessary  clerical  vvork  relating 
to  these  matters  v-zere  carried  out  in  the  department,,  I am  satisfied 
th.at  the  Public  Health  side  has  not  been  neglected^  and  that  as 
far  as  practicable  the  services  of  Mj- . K.  F.  Hudson,,  the 
Additional  Ganil.ary  Inspector^  have  been  devoted  to  this  side  of 
the  work. 


in  this  connection 


The  figuies  suppliec.  'by  the  Inspectors 
are  as  follows 

Torai  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  - py5>8' 

Di  vi  i ed  a r.  f o 1 lows  : - 

For  clefec  cs  under  the  JiousiT  g Acts  . . TIO* 

For  defects  under  the  Fe.ctory  Workshop  ActSc 
For  the  prevencion  of  Infectious  Di sease . . . . , ^ , 103» 

As  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools o 10. 

Inspections  under  the  Milk  A Dairies  Order.....  494. 
Inspections  of  slaughter-houses^  butchers  shops,  624. 

(etc  o 

For  the  prevention  of  Nuisances.  510- 

Inspections  of  drainage,  conversions,  etc......  215. 

Inspections  of  water  supplies  and  sampling.....  541. 

Supervision  of  Retuse  Collection  and  Disposal..  121. 
Inspections  re  Hats  -and  Mice  Destruction  ......  65- 

Inspections  under-  Shops  Act,  1954.  50° 

iJnclassifi  ed . . - . ...  . . ...  . . , ...  279* 


Section  D 


Rousing 


Once  again  this  has  become  a very  live  question,  not  only 
by  reason  of  rhe  steady  increase  in  the  normal  population  but 
by  the  movement  of  population  from  danger  areas.  The  effect 
on  Housing  activities  was  to  lessen  construction  and 
destruction  and  to  call  for  increased  effort  in  the;  matter  of 
maintenance  of  and  v;here  possible,  improvements  in  existing 
housing  accommodation: 

There  is  evidence  that  this  sideof  the  work  has  not  been 
neglected,  for  while  it  is  true  that  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  acted  as  Chief  billeting  Officer  during  the  year 
under  review,  his  knowledg-e  of  Housing  acquired  beforehand  and 
information  obtained  during  the  process  of  billeting,  enabled, 
his  department  to  make  the  best  use  of  available  accommodation 
^.nd  '0  secure  many  improvements. 

During  the  year  510  inspections  were  made  for  defects 
under  the  Housing  Act, 

Wo  orders^  either  for  demolition  or  Clearance,  were  made 
but  action  arising  ou of  Orders  previously  made,  resulted 


7. 


in  the  demolition  oi  seven  ver3^  dilapidated  dwellinn;s  and  the 
re- construction  of  tv/elve  dwelling  houses  in  consequence  of 
Under taldngs  to  this  effect. 


Sanitary  Improvements  were  effected  in  67  dwellings 


In  addition;,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council 
continue  to  give  favourable  consideration  to  applications  made 
under  the  Housing  (Rural  Wcrl:ers(  Act;  and  that  in  this 
connection  applications  were  granted  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  19  dwelling  houses.  19  Cottages  v/ere  re-conditioned  and 
work  in  connection  with  the  remaining  10  was  not  commenced  by 
reason  of  war  conditions. 

§iictiqn_E^ 

IUspectign_and_Supervision_of _Fogd, 

shovm  by  figures  submitted  elsewhere  in 
this  report) 

A fairly  regular  inspection  of  Cowsheds  <?nd  other  dairy 
premises  has  been  carried  out,  and  careful  attention  given 
to  the  matter  of  cleanliness  in  production.  Of  the  1^6 
Producers  registered  in  this  district;  53  are  licenced  for 
the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  and  9 for  the  production 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  Camples  of  these  products  are 
taken  by  the  County  Council  and  the  results  coimriunicated  to 
this  Council.  Doubtful  results  are  followed  by  inspections 
and  further  tests. 


Meat  and  other  foods. 


During  the  year  1939^  To  licenced  Slaughter-houses  were 
in  use  in  the  district  and  the  following  table  of  work 
carried  out;  has  been  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Minis try x- 


Number  of  animals  slaughtered. 

'•  " **  inspected. 

Percentage  of  Inspections 

carried  out. 

Total  weight  condemned  for 

Tuberculosis  k other  diseases . 37271b 


Beasts . 

Sheep . 

Calves . 

840. 

2;140. 

2;087. 

90. 

515. 

856.. 

768. 

37  > 

61;^ 

A0% 

y7% 

Al% 

103  lbs. 677  lbs. 4 lbs. 


luki^zculgsis _Regulatign3 . 


Table  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  the  year^ 
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is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the  year^,  live  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis ^ were  reported  cured. 


Iii_k2nglusign^ 

As  visualised  by  the  Minis tr3^  when  an  abridged  report  only  for 
the  year  under  review  v/as  requested^  much  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Council^  Committees  and  Oflicers,  has  been  directed  to  Civil  Defence 
and  the  enormous  amount  of  detail  related  there,  and  of  necessity 
the  normal  activities,  have  been  much  curtailed.  I am,  however, 
gratified  to  Imow  that  Public  Health  Matters  have  been  kept  well  to 
one  fore,  md  would  again  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the 


9^ 


* 

v' 

cn-o^jer-i i::*.cn  I h:'ve  received  from  o.ll  membere  of  tho  Council 


■iizl  dho  S 

r.  H.f  I'  on  i:  he  c e raa  t or  c ...  * 

t 

Your  obedient  nervant^ 

(Signed;  WJ?Mm  MACFADYSI. 

Medico.l  Officer  oi  Health. 

NQVMoER, 
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